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Newsletter Fall 2006

President's Message
This has already been a year of ups and downs for me.  Up -- election as the president in March this year was something I never expected.  Down -- The death of my wife Kathy on 18 April after several years of illness and four months in the hospital.  It threw me farther off kilter than I ever imagined it would.  But, with the support and warm, kind words, hugs, notes, and prayers from a lot of you and so many others, life is getting better.  Thank you all for all of that and for your patience.  Up -- things are looking better for our association as we will report below.  This is a bit of a long newsletter, but we have a lot to catch up on, good things are happening, and a number of outstanding personnel to recognize.  As we mention later, the decision to go to electrons versus print for the newsletter will make more money available for the programs to support our National Guard Bureau Soldiers, Airmen, Employees, and their families.

CSM(R) Thomas M. McNamara, Jr., President, NGBAA

Annual Meeting and Luncheon
We held our Annual Meeting and Luncheon from 1120-1330 on 16 Mar 06 at the Army National Guard Readiness Center.  The guest speaker was BrigGen(R) Stephen M. Koper, President of the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS).  The following officers were elected:

President:  Thomas M. McNamara, Jr.

Vice President Army:  Paul E. Arienti

Vice President Air:  Vacant

Vice President Civilian:  Edward Byrne

Secretary:  Mary E. Keeser

Treasurer:  Richard G. Dubuque

The door prize this year -- a laptop computer -- went to LTC(R) Terry Spence, and a number of other prizes went to lucky members.

Officer Appointments

Bad news - good news.  We did not find anyone to accept the nomination as Vice President - Air, during the annual meeting.  Then CMSgt Mike Arnold retired and has accepted appointment as Vice President - Air to serve until next year's election and, perhaps, beyond.  He has made initial contacts with the Air Staff and Air National Guard Readiness Center folks, has some good things planned, and is making things happen.  Mary Keeser has taken the Social Director's position, and David Gruenbaum, is the Secretary.

Visibility
During the periodic ceremonies in our Readiness Centers, you will see more of the Vice Presidents as they seek to increase our membership and support our Soldiers, Airmen, Employees and Families.  Paul Arienti will cover the Army National Guard, Mike Arnold the Air National Guard, and they will collaborate on Jefferson Plaza One (JP1).  They will also work closely with the membership team that we are still building, and help develop and promote our social events.

Membership
Eligibility is fairly simple.  Here is the membership statement from the home page of our web site:

"The membership of the Association comprises men and women who now serve or who have served with the NGB or any of its Army or Air National Guard Operating Activities. These personnel have served as officer, warrant officer, enlisted, or civilian employees-- either Federal Civil Service or contract, with either the Army or Air National Guard; or are current, retired or former members of the Regular Army or Air Force who have served with the NGB, (includes widows and widowers of any deceased individuals who would, if living, be eligible for membership). Subject to the above, membership shall consist of five categories: regular, auxiliary, honorary, life and associate members."

Membership Year:  The calendar year is our membership year.  Dues are payable on 1 January each year.

Application:  Go to our web site, click on "Membership" and then click on "Membership Application."  You may either download the form, complete it electronically and print it for mailing (the address is at the top of the form,) or simply print the blank form, complete it legibly with a pen (make sure your email address is easily read), and mail it.  And do not forget a check.  Or, you can deliver it to one of the membership team below.

Renewals:  You do not need to complete a full application each year.  Simply check or write Renewal on it, enter your name, and then any information that has changed. And, as always, mail it along with a check to the address at the top.

Credit Card Payment:  We have discussed, but have not yet resolved, this issue.  So far, it costs too much.

Membership Team:  In the past, we have had a Chair or Vice President for Membership, but the task was too big for one individual.  We currently have a team in development with MSG(R) Ray (Renato on the email address) Mendoza at the ARNG Readiness Center and MSgt Dave Mowry at JP1.  We are looking for a few more to help in this task at each of our locations, especially the ANGRC.  We will announce when they are fully assembled, organized, and equipped.

Email Problems
We often hear that members are no longer receiving emails from the association.  We are seeking a new provider so we ask for your patience until the problem is solved.

The problem:  When our administrator hits the send button with our current provider, we often get bounce-backs due to your servers being jammed up or down for maintenance.  At some point, the server sees this as an invalid address and drops it from the list.  It is more maddening to us, we hope, than to you.

The fix:  Until we get a new provider, send an email to ngbaa@aol.com and say "I am not getting emails."  Include your complete and proper name (some use nicknames and that takes longer to find you), your email address, and your current phone number in case we can't locate you (in the system.)

NGBAA Web Page
With the rising costs of material things -- paper, envelopes, and stamps -- and the human cost of time to prepare mail-outs -- we will rely ever more on our web site.  We lost the site for a while, but web master John Kingsley has it back on line.  Now we will work to update the items, and get the latest and greatest posted for you, including this newsletter.  

1.  Go to http://www.ngbaa.org

2.  Click on the word here to go to the homepage, and, 

3   If you do not see the following navigation bars on the left of the screen, click on the word show in the upper left corner of your screen
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Fall Golf Tournament
On 4 October 2006, we held our NGBAA Annual Fall Golf Tournament at the Forest Greens Golf Course, in Triangle, Virginia (located at the Triangle, VA, Exit 150, off I-95 South, near Quantico. 

ARNG REDI Awards
Each quarter, and annually, we support the winners of the Army National Guard Readiness Center's REDI Awards program with a $50 check to one individual each in the categories of Enlisted, Warrant Officer, Commissioned Officer, and Department of the Army Civilian.  REDI stands for Resourceful, Energetic, Dedicated, and Innovative

The second quarter REDI Award winners at the 18 May ceremony were:

Department of the Army Civilian:  Mr. Manuel Villalba, Personnel Division

Enlisted:  SFC Jeffrey S. Leonard, Logisitics Division

Warrant Officer:  CW2 Vickie L. Fejeran, Personnel Division

Commissioned Officer:  MAJ Michael Mishmash, Installations Division

The third quarter REDI Award winners at the 16 August ceremony were:

Department of the Army Civilian:  Mr. Thomas Petrick, Aviation and Safety Division

Enlisted:  SGT Jose Martinez, Director's Staff Group

Warrant Officer:  CW4 Michael D. Crotty, Operational Support Airlift Agency

Commissioned Officer:  CPT Charles L. Moore, Operational Support Airlift Agency

Air Directorate Awards Program

Each quarter, and annually, we support the Air National Guard's awards program with a $50 check to one individual each in the categories of Noncommissioned Officer, Senior Noncommissioned Officer, Field Grade Officer, Company Grade Officer, Civilian Category 1 (GS 1-6), Civilian Category 2 (GS 7-10), and Civilian Category 3 (GS 11-13).

The second quarter Air Directorate Awards Program winners at the 21 July ceremony were:

Noncommissioned Officer:  TSgt Donna Lovelace, (A3)

Senior Noncommissioned Officer:  SMSgt Donald Felch (A4)

Field Grade Officer:  Maj Marcia Evans, (A6)

Company Grade Officer:  Capt Dominic Saxton (A5)

Civilian Category 1 (GS 1-6):  No nominee

Civilian Category 2 (GS 7-10):  Terri Culpepper (A7)

Civilian Category 3 (GS 11-13):  Frankie Woods (A4)

Soldier and NCO of the Quarter and the Year Recognition Programs
We also support this Army National Guard Readiness Center program in which they select through competition one individual from each category in each calendar quarter.  Then, at the end of the calendar year, the best of the four is each category is selected as the Soldier and NCO of the Year.

Annual Scholarships
The window for applications for our scholarship program for 2006 has closed.  We are in the process of announcing this year's recipients, and will announce them to everyone in the next newsletter.

Outstanding Soldiers and Airmen of the Year Awards
Each year we help support the OSAY recognition program.  These are the top Soldiers and Airmen in a number of enlisted and noncommissioned officer categories from the States who compete in programs administered by the Command Sergeant Major of the Army National Guard, CSM John D. Gipe, and the Command Chief  Master Sergeant of the Air National Guard, CMSgt Richard A. Smith.  They were in the National Capitol Region from 21 through 25 May this year for receptions, visits and awards ceremonies and a final dinner at the Washington Navy Yard.  The winners and their categories were:

Air National Guard

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year

SSgt Daniel E. Dierickx, 270th Air Traffic Control Squadron, Klamath Falls, Oregon

Airman of the Year

SrA Saul Soto-Sanchez, 156th Logistics Squadron, Muniz Air National Guard Base, Puerto Rico.

Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the Year

MSgt Alphonzo W. Allen, 168th Security Forces Squadron, Fairbanks, Alaska

First Sergeant of the Year

MSgt Mark J. Wasserbauer, 148th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Duluth, Minnesota

Honor Guard Program Manager of the Year

TSgt Tiffany A. Kellum, Mission Support Flight, Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida

Honor Guard Program Member of the Year
SrA John W. Baxter, 184th Finance Office, McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas

Army National Guard

Soldier of the Year - Region 1

SGT Christopher B. McWilliams, Company C, 3d Battalion, 172d Infantry (Mountain), Manchester, New Hampshire

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - Region 1
SGT Katie A. McGovern, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 642d Military Intelligence Battalion, Troy, New York

Soldier of the Year - Region 2

SPC Justin A. Hancock, Company B, 1st Battalion, 116th Infantry, Lexington, Virginia

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - Region 2
SGT Joshua R. Cozzens, Company C, 105th Engineer Battalion, Vermont

Soldier of the Year - Region 3

SPC Stacey S. Adams, Group Support Company, 20th Special Force Group (Airborne), Birmingham, Alabama

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - Region 3
SFC Michael E. Jackson, 154th Regiment, Regional Training Institute, Camp Shelby, Mississippi

Soldier of the Year - Region 4

SPC Matthew W. Small, Battery B,1st Battalion, 125th Field Artillery, Fairmont, Minnesota

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - Region 4
SSG Paul R. Cusik, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 724th Engineer Battalion, Wisconsin

Soldier of the Year - Region 5

SGT Tracy G. Austin, Company C, 1st Battalion, 153d Infantry, Mena, Arkansas

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - Region 5
SSG Benjamin F. Swank, IV, 136th Regiment, Regional Training Institute, Camp Mabry, Texas

Soldier of the Year - Region 6

SPC Randi J. Frank, 109th Engineer Battalion, Rapid City, South Dakota

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - Region 6
SGT Michael T. Camonayan, Company C, 1st Battalion, 161st Combat Aviation Brigade, Bremerton, Washington

Soldier of the Year - Region 7

SPC Roger C. Alicea, 3659th Maintenance Company, Fort Carson, Colorado

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - Region 7
SGT Eugene K. Patton, Battery B, 2d Battalion, 157th Field Artillery, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Soldier of the Year - United States Army Pacific

SPC Melanie A. Nesmith, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, Joint Force Headquarters - Guam, Barrigada, Guam

Noncommissioned Officer of the Year - United States Army Pacific
SGT Kevin Q. Dirige, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, Joint Force Headquarters - Guam, Barrigada, Guam

Monthly Socials
Go to our website, click on "Events" then the "Click here for a current social flyer..."

The last social for this year is scheduled for 1700-2000, 14 December 2006 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, next to JP1 in Crystal City.  This will be a Holiday Party as well as our monthly social, with a touch of celebration of our 370th National Guard Birthday.  Social Director Mary Keeser is working on the schedule for 2007 and will soon have it on the website.

Picnics

Picnic on the Patio -- Thursday, 25 May 06, 1100-1300

Once again we had a successful picnic on the patio (formal name is Eagle Plaza) at the Army National Guard Readiness Center.  For two hours members and prospective members came out and had a hotdog or a hamburger (some had two -- of each) and had a little BOGGSAT.  That's a "Bunch of Guys and Gals Standing Around Talking."  It's simply a brief interlude in a long, hard year of work, and it's one of the benefits of membership as well as part of our membership drives.  We got a chance to talk to a lot of folks about their dues, and signed up a bunch of new and renewed new members and associate members.

We are working to set similar picnics for JP1 and both the Army and Air National Guard Readiness Centers for 2007.

Plans to Expand the Association's Coverage
The participation of Air National Guard personnel over the years has fluctuated.  And those on the Joint Staff have participated when they could and when we could reach them.  We have started to change that.

Because of the physical separation, demanding work schedules, and commuting difficulties it is hard to set any agenda that will simply cover everyone.

The Association officers are working on efforts to unify everyone in the association, but will recognize, involve and support the people and the programs at each of the three locations.  Where we have mainly supported recognition programs for the Army, we will extend that to the Air for any comparable programs.  And if the Joint Staff has a similar program, we will support that, as well.

We will promote the scholarship program to the Air Directorate more, and will have members from the Air Guard sit on the committee to select recipients.

Membership in the past has been a one-woman or one-man show with various help from friends and associates sympathetic to the task of the semi-annual membership drives.

And the same is true of other endeavors where we have relied on only one or just a few members to carry the load.  We have to do better at sharing the workload.  We'll have more on that in a later letter.

This year we are asking a number of senior NCOs -- and hope to add some officer and civilian members -- to share the task of sustaining and growing our membership rolls.  They will do that in each of the three sites we occupy, as well as at some of our social functions such as the picnics, tournaments, and monthly socials.

Membership
This is always first and foremost as our members are the reason we exist.  Our dues help sustain the basic services and events.  If you are behind on your dues, please send them in.  Just go to the web site, as discussed above, click on the membership form, print, put a check with it and mail it in.  And ask a friend or associate --or more -- to do the same.
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